¢hold,
] send an Angel before you,
to guard you on the way
and to bring you to the place
which 1 have prepared.

€xodus 23: 20

An Advent Letter from Fr. John Mary




Advent, 2013 A.D.

Dear Friends of the Mission,

In this beautiful season of hope---the Advent that prepares for the coming of our
Savior--- I felt that God wished me to speak to you about His Holy Angels. How help-
ful it is for each of us to realize that the Angels are real and powerful. We can’t see the
Angels, most of the time, but they are all around us; so close to us, so vigilant, so im-
portant and helpful in our lives, if we call on them!

This time of Advent is a special time for Angels. It was the great Archangel
Gabriel who brought the Greatest of Messages to the simple Virgin of Nazareth: Mary,
Our Mother of Mercy. It was a Holy Angel who announced this great joy to the poor
shepherds of Bethlehem on that Night Divine; and then the shepherds witnessed an
immense army of God’s Angels proclaiming: “Glory to God in the Highest....” Imagine
witnessing that sky full of Angels!

The Book of Revelations, the great book of hope for God’s children in the many tri-
als we face on earth, is also a Book of Angels. It's chock full of them. They show us
how to adore God. But they also lead us into battle, with St Michael the Archangel at
the forefront, aiding and protecting us until the final triumph of the Lord.

Here at the Mission we have sensed the help and presence of the Angels in
many ways. And it’s not just our Community members who have sensed their pres-
ence. Different individuals have approached us to relate their experiences. One of the
most recent occurred last year during Holy Week:

Our choir (the Angelus Choir) was in the Chapel practicing before the Easter
Vigil. While she was directing the choir Mother Magdalene saw one of the women obvi-
ously distracted and whispering to the person beside her, pointing toward a spot in the
rafters. Later she asked the woman about what had happened.

The woman paused for a moment and then said, “While we were singing, I saw
three Angels up there listening to us.”

The inevitable question followed: “What did they look like?”

“They were tall; seven or eight feet tall; and shining. They were luminous. But I
have to ask you something; what does 'Alleluia’ mean?”

Mother Magdalene said, “I think it means ‘Praise God.””
The woman smiled; “They liked the Alleluias...”



Very importantly, there is, for each of you, your own Guardian Angel to whom
the Lord has personally confided you. But how much they can help us, also depends
on us. The more we turn to them, call on them, and obey them, the more they can aid
us.

Let me share with you my little homemade prayer to the Holy Angels. It is
very short and simple: Holy Angels, help us! I'm not asking them just to intercede for
us before God. The Angels are very powerful and they are right here with us. They
can help us in very immediate ways, as so many accounts attest. Call on them. Be
aware of their presence. They will protect you through whatever is to come.

In many ways you, our friends, have been our earthly angels over these last
twelve years. It seems to me a daily on-going miracle that, for over a decade, MDM
has survived and grown and ministered, supported only by your donations. You are all
part of this miracle.

Some of you have asked what is the most helpful way to contribute financially.
I would say two things: First, ALL contributions are helpful. But regular monthly con-
tributions are especially helpful since they permit us to budget and have something to
depend on in the lean months. And also, general donations that are not specifically

given for one thing are useful because we can apply them wherever they are needed
most.

Second, we have been advised that the end of the year is a good time to remind

people that your gifts to the Mission are tax deductible. We would love to help you get
those BIG DEDUCTIONS!

You, our friends, have been a blessing to this Mission of God’s Mercy.
You are in our daily prayer.
May our Savior, the Lord Jesus, King of Mercy, bless you and yours,
now and for eternity.

Fr. John Mary and the Mission of Divine Mercy
L Jotm Many

...and don’t forget, “HOLY ANGELS, HELP Us!”



~ Our Christmas Gift for Bethany Associates ~

You and your intentions will be included in our very special Novena of Masses

stretching from Christmas Day through New Year’s Day. And we ask you to keep
this Mission of Divine Mercy in your prayers.

Christmas at the Wission
Mass Schedule

CHRISTMAS EVE

9 PM - Vigil Mass ( English)
12 Midnight - Traditional Latin Mass

CHRISTMAS DAY

8 AM - Traditional Latin Mass

10 AM - Mass of the Shepherds:
a quiet Mass celebrated without choir or caroling. (English)

NEW YEARS’ EVE

8-10 PM - Vigil Mass for Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God.

Followed by a time of Adoration, concluding at 10 PM.

NEW YEARS’ DAY

8 AM — Traditional Latin Mass
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