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The Stations of the Cross on Good Friday will conclude at our newly created fifteenth station, a site
for prayer and quiet reflection, next to the stairs leading to St. Joseph's Chapel.

Ordination Photos Pgs. 6-7
Holy Week Schedule Pg. 2
Divine Mercy Sunday Pg. 2
Our Lady Prepares the Way” Pg. 3

Postulants Pg. 5
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St. Philomena Pg. 8
For Women” Pg. 9
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Summer Camp Schedule Pg. 12
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You are welcome to come to whichever activities you choose. But tire Pasclml Triduum forms a

whole. To fully experience it, we strongly recommend participating in all the activities, whether at your
parish or at the Mission.

Holy Thursday March 20

(Please bring a flashlight) Divine Mercy Sunday
♦ Mass of the Institution of the Eucharist 7:30 p.m.

March 30
♦  Procession to the Altar of Repose
♦ Eucharistic Adoration Ends at 10:00 p.m.

♦ Solemn Mass 3:00 p.m.
♦ Chaplet of Divine Mercy and

Veneration of Image

♦ Reception

Good Friday. March 21

A day of silence and prayer

(The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available during the breaks)
* The Sacrament of Reconciliation will not be

available: Sacramental confession within 20

days of the Feast is sufficient to fulfill the

conditions for a plenary indulgence.

♦ Outdoor walking Way of the Cross 9:00 a.m.

♦ Quiet Time

♦  Service of the Passion

♦  Novena of Divine Mercy 5:00 p.m.

Mission closes at 6:00 p.m.

3:00 p.m.

* Comfortable shoes and sun hat may be needed. Ice water

and tea will be provided. Meals will not be provided. Feel free

to bring your own lunch if you plan to stay for the whole day. A

Holy Saturday. March 22

(The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available beginning at 9:00 a.m.)

Mornine

a.
♦ Rosary and meditations in honor of

Our Lady of Sorrows 9 njW:00 a.m.

♦ Quiet time

♦ Novena of Divine Mercy I 1:00 a.m. A Reminder:

Modest Dress at the Property
Mission closes at Noon.

Evenins (Please bring a flashlight) This is consecrated land. Out of

love and respect for Our Lord, for one an

other, and for ourselves we are invited to

dress modestly:

♦  Solemn Easter Vigil

This great Vigil is the highest moment of the Church's year. It in
cludes the blessing of the New Fire and an extensive series of Scriptural

readings. It is over two hours in length No reception.

9:00 p.m.

Please refrain from wearing:

Easter Sunday. March 23 shorts; sleeveless shirts; hemlines or

slits above the knee; or any tight, low-

cut or provocative clothing.♦  Solemn Mass 10:30 a.m.
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On December 8, as I stood before
Archbishop Gomez in San Fernando Cathedral and
was vested for the first time as a priest, I lived the
fulfillment of a special but hidden blessing re
ceived thirteen years ago on that very day. /{,

hard for me to describe. It’s a moment that I’ve re
membered ever since. Later that night when I

opened my journal I remembered the dream, and
.  took that evening’s experience as a confirma-
^  tion that it was indeed more than a simple

dream.
As a Notre Dame sophomore I had

been gathering with several other under
grads in the Chapel at Zahm Hall every
night for a month to prepare for our
Marian Consecration. When the day fi
nally arrived, December 8,’ 1994, I
awoke, having had an unusual dream,
Usually I don’t pay any attention to my
dreams, and almost never remember
them, but this one felt different. So
that morning I wrote it down in my
journal.

As the years went by I always remem
bered that special night of my consecra
tion to Our Lady, and the dream I’d had.
I also learned later who Pere Thomas
was: a holy Dominican priest who had
been Jean Vanier’s spiritual father, and

had worked alongside him for 30
years in the founding of the L’Ar-

^ che Communities for the mentally
handicapped, which have now

.  spread throughout the world. A
few years ago I discovered that
he had also been Fr. John
Mary’s spiritual father and an

important inspiration for our lit
tle community.
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In the dream I found myself ,
in the office of Fr. Edward O’Con- J
nor, (a Notre Dame theologian and ^
my spiritual director at the time),
and beside him stood Pere Tho- |
mas Philippe, a French Dominican |
priest who had recently died, but
who had been Fr. O’Connor’s spiri
tual father. Pere Thomas proceeded
to place his priestly stole over my
shoulders, saying that I was about
to become a priest. He then said
that I was about to have some
kind of spiritual experience.

t

So when Archbishop
Gomez chose December 8*'’ as

the date for my ordination I
was amazed. As I stood be
fore him in the Cathedral I

found myself—just as I had
in that dream thirteen years

^ ago—in the presence of
A two priests clothing me

in priestly vestments.
Once again Fr. O’Con-

^  nor was there, and
with him stood, not Pere

Thomas (who passed away in
1993), but his spiritual son Fr. John Mary.

As I went about my
day I forgot about the
dream. That night we gath
ered in Corby Hall’s
Chapel for Mass, during /
which we would each //l
pronounce our conse- ●
cration to Jesus through
Mary. As I prayed quietly, I was
surprised to feel Mary’s presence. I did
n’t see or hear anything externally, but experienced
something that’s hard to put into words. .. an over
whelming sense of Her love and presence that’s

Thank you, Our Lady and Pere Thomas,
for this special, tender sign of your love on the day
ofmy ordination! ♦

Father Moses of Jesus
3
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This winter on a cold grey dark Saturday
morning Father Moses preached a good homily to the
handful gathered at St. Michael’s Hall. He reminded
us what we were doing there....And while I can’t re
cover the actual words that he said, I can still recall the
impression that they left in me.

Because he reminded us that even if we were
drowsy, distracted, perhaps irritable... we had come;;
that even if this might appear to someone like a small,
insignificant and negligible gathering, we were gathered
for the Event at the heart of all space and time  - the salvi-
fi c Sacrifice of Jesus to the Eternal Father; and that by
participating in that Eucharistic Sacrifice - even if sleepy
or preoccupied - we were sending shock waves of grace
throughout the world. That contrary to appearances the
quiet ceremony taking place was in fact an invisible Epi
center of Grace that could bear concrete fruit that day in
lives far-flung from our own; in ways that we might not
discover until the Father revealed them to us in eternity.

'V;1
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I extrapolate: Many people are commenting today
on the overwhelming sense of a growing darkness in our
world - politically, socially, economically, environmen
tally, morally, spiritually - and the helplessness one feels
in the face of it. But as at Mass, so in our daily lives
the small things we can do, united to that Sacrifice,
can do more than all the big things we think we need
to do. Not what we can do but what He can do in us.
Not our solutions but His Will, Ehs solutions.
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Josh Rubio dedicates a semester to the Lord as a

member of the St. Gabriel Institute.
Thus an infirmity offered res

cues hostages in a war zone; a

sexual temptation overcome
saves a child somewhere from

violation; a forgiveness ex
tended helps a marriage to re
cover; and daily fidelity in a
painful situation wins a priestly
vocation for the Church. The

widow’s mite of our meager
selves becomes, in Him, a pha
lanx of warriors.

Light lives on in the darkness,
and the darkness has not over
come it.

((And the

♦

ContcuctUy...

By Mail: Mission of Divine Mercy
1346-A Hueco Springs Lp. Rd.
New Braunfels, TX 78132

By Phone: (830) 629-5042 and -5043

By E-mail: mdm@missionofdivinemercy.org

Website: www.missionofdivinemercy.org
Mother Magdalene
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We give thanks to God for
all the blessings He poured out on
this fall’s first-ever semester of the

St. Gabriel’s Institute—in which

four college- aged young men dedi

cated a semester to the Lord; to

spiritual formation and to seeking

His will. Although it took a good

deal of time and energy to mn the

program, we sensed that it was well

worth it. The Lord really seemed to

shower down graces on the young

men and they responded very gen

erously. The whole experience

seemed very blessed. In fact one of

them spoke so enthusiastically about

it that he convinced another guy to

join the SGI for this semester. Two

others made a special request of us;

to become postulants.
New Postulants Joe Jebbia and Matt Schima

You might wonder, “What is a pos-
The word comes from the Latin postulare which means “to wear a funny outfit” J. Actually the Oxford dic

tionary defines po.srir/are as “to ask for, request, desire...” Postulancy is the first stage of entry into a religious com
munity. It means that these young men, in order to discern whether or not the Lord is calling them to enter the noviti
ate, requested permission to live more intensely the life of the Mission of Divine Mercy, living here full-time this
mester.. It’s also a time where the community discerns whether or not to accept them for that, because the novitiate is a
time of intense formation into a new life; a life consecrated to God.

tulant?5?

se-

So please pray for these three young men! And pray for us in the work of formation. I suppose it’s kind of like be

coming parents; it’s a lot of work and kind of takes over your life, but the blessing and joy of helping a “new life” to

begin makes it all worth-while. We certainly feel it’s the work that God is now asking of us. If we can help one young

person dedicate himself fully to the service of God and His people, how many lives could be touched?  ♦ FM/J
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Dinner with the Squadron
‘So tell me...who talked you into this?

5



You ARE A Priest forever
Feast of the Immaculate Conception December 8th, 2007
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st pfiUomenctJoins Us
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i m

Recently friends of ours gave us a gift that was especially

significant for Sister Amapola and the members of the Queen of

Peace Prayer Group for young women. The gift was  a first-class
relic of St. Philomena.

Early on in the formation of the Group Sr. Amapola had felt in

spired to take St. Philomena as a secondary Patroness for the

young women. This providential gift from friends who

knew nothing about this special devotion was an encourag
ing surprise.

In the early 1800’s the bones of a young woman , Philomena,
buried as a martyr, were found in the catacombs of Rome. Though

little was known about her, people began to report miracles of grace

and healing at her tomb, and a cult of devotion quickly grew

around the young martyr. In 1833 Mother Luisa di Gesu, an Italian

religious, was praying before a statue of the popular Saint when she
reportedly began to receive locutions from the Saint herself The

story of her life and death and the traditional iconography used in

popular images of her are drawn from the testimony of Mother Luisa.

up

According to Mother Luisa’s account St. Philomena was

Greek, the well-loved daughter of a local ruler. At the age of thir
teen she traveled with her parents to the court of the Emperor Dio

cletian in Rome where the Emperor became obsessed by her beauty

and asked her father for her hand. The young girl, who was a strong

Christian and had already made a vow of perpetual virginity conse

crating herself to Christ, refused. Despite all

the pleas of her par
ents and the threats

of the Emperor she
would not consent.

Now humiliated and

enraged Diocletian de
clared that she would suffer
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cmciating torture. And she did.

confided to Mother Luisa that she had
the special presence and consolation of the Blessed Mother to sustain her in her
suffering. She was slain on the fortieth day of her imprisonment.

ex-

Though
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Probably her best known devotee is the Cure of Ars, St. Jean Marie
Vianney. But she numbers Popes (Gregory XVI, Pius IX, Leo XHI) and
Saints (including St. Francis Cabrini, St. John Neumann, St. Peter Julian
Eymard, and Blessed Pauline Jaricot) among her supplicants. And
she can include the Queen of Peace Prayer Group.

now

\
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ST. PHILOMENA, VIRGIN AND MARTYR, PRAY FOR US...

■A

Mother Magdalene >i
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The Kerubim meets the obstacle
The favorite new attraction at thecourse;

Mission this Spring is the obstacle course. The
second favorite new attraction is...the Kerubim
Program, a program for homeschooled young
men from 6th through 12th grade. When the two
collide. . .who will vic¬

For Women t ● f

by Mother Magdalene

What if there was Someone to Whom you
could entrust yourself completely? To Whom you
could surrender that in you which is most fragile, most
feminine, most true; that within your deepest heart
which - no matter what you have done, or what has
been done to you - is still innocent, tender, vulnerable.
What if there was Someone Who would never betray,
would never belittle, would never violate or reject.
Someone Whose strength safeguarded your weakness,
and Whose honor sanctified you. Would you not pour
yourself out like oil before Him?

tor'? ‘>‘>'^9????

Then close your eyes for a moment and weep
at His feet, and console Him with your love. Because
He has turned His Face to Jerusalem, and He is going
up to lay down His Life for you. ♦

Si3E
BUI Wylie instructs Kerubim members in

the use of power tools.9
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A Rallying Cry you can be a part of.

The second part of this phase is to build the

housing for the community. Aside from obvious rea

sons why this is important, reasons like finally having
the Community living on the Mission, is the word

“VOCATIONS”! At present there is no more room

at the inn! We have two postulants and the members

of the Saint Gabriel Program sleeping in bunk beds in

one room at the Men’s house. This gives me flash

backs to my young Marine days aboard ship, when we

slept in canvas bunks stacked eight high in a compart

ment with a hundred other guys. I could lose sleep iff

think about this one too long! Building God’s House is

the most important thing; and next is doing everything

in our power to provide a location to make it possible

for those young men and women, who are discovering
a call to religious life, to enter.

These are important and very real needs. You

It ‘s just a matter of weeks now before we are

able to occupy our new Saint Raphael Center. The

completion of this latest phase of our construction has

not come easy. We continue to face obstacles as we

grow closer to our completion date. Once we have

reached our goal and have a working office it will be

time to move to the next and most important phase of

constmction - the Crypt Chapel and the living quarters
for the Community.

Why is this the most important phase of the
construction?

First, with the construction of a Crypt Chapel

we will no longer be at the mercy of the weather when

trying to decide where to hold Mass. Building God’s

house has to be about the most important thing that

10



and I, with the Lord’s help, can be instrumental in meeting

and solving them.. I often hear about the shortages of priests
and nuns and most of the time I think about it and feel help¬

less to change this reality. But here is an opportunity for

us to really make a difference, not just to leave it to

someone else” to fix. Here in our own community we

can provide a place where young men and women can

realize their calling to serve the Lord. We can see it; be a

part of it; and travel with them on this wonderful journey

towards religious life.

This phase of the Mission constmction is going to

take a whole helmet full of money; and I am not sure where

it is all going to come from. But I do know that there are a

lot of you out there that feel the same way I do about

this. And I believe that if we put our minds to it we can find

the people to help us do it. I am asking you to get the

word out to anyone that you think can help. There are

Catholics all over the country that are willing to answer

the Lord’s call for help - let’s find them! ♦

Dave Sommers

Early on we placed the material plan¬

ning and development of the Mission (and our

compliance with the Lord’s Will in these mat¬

ters) under the patronage of St. Joseph. Since

we are at an important crossroads with regard

to the direction of this next phase we ask you to

join us in praying earnestly for his help.

Hang in therel

II
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Mission ofDivine Mercy 2008 Summer Camps

Note: These special camps are primarily for the members of these groups. There is a limited possibility of
recemng others who are not members of these groups. Places are limited. For more information please contact
Dave and Yvette Sommers at (830) 899-3444 or atysommers@gvt ĉ.com.

For Young Women: For Young Men:

Queen of Peace Camps St. Michael Squadron Camps

Senior Queen of Peace Camp

(high-school age and older)

Tuesday, June 17* - Sunday, June 22.

Junior Queen of Peace Camp
(middle-school age)

Tuesday, June 24* - Smiday, June 29.

♦ ♦ Reserved for Staff;

Friday July 25* -Monday July 28'

♦ St Michael Senior Squadron Camp
(high-school age and older)

Tuesday July 29* - Sunday August 3'

♦

♦  St Michael Mission Camp
Tuesday August 5*-Sunday August 10'

♦ St Michael Junior Squadron Camp
(middle-school age)

Tuesday August 12*- Sunday August 17'


